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Resumes

Park W. Village project

By Jessica Troiano
Lifir is almost back bo normal
for msidents of 784 Columbos
Averie in Park West Village.
Last month, their building
was evacialed aller 2 retaining
wall collapsed in the adjoining
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Work Proceeds at
Park West Village

canstruction site. The 16 families whao
were out of their apartments for o week
hive returmned hame, bat construction
noise has contimued (o fest tenants’
patience,

A stopework order issued by the
Department of Buildings has been partly
lifted, allowing ithe confractor to per-
Formm remasdial wark to fix the collapsed
wall and to conduct housekesping.
However, some residents are skeplicgl
ihat all other work has ceased.

Robin Dwleh, a spokesperson for
Gotham Constroction, said what the resi-
dents conld have seen |3 Mayrich
Construction, the excavation coniractor,
removing rocks from the work area and
trucking them bo another area on site.

Tenanls wlso expressed concemn
aboul structural damage to their build-
ing, although Dolch said that surveyors
and engineers found that the building
il ot move,

Gotham is currently repairing the
wall under the supervision of a third
party engineering firm, as required by
Busidings Departinent regulations.

Dl Wellingion, a resident of Park
West Village for five years, said he's been
opposed to the construetion project. froam
thie  beglnning.
“Now that they're
dolng it, 'm kind
of resigned toit,”
he said. *I hope
thew'll just got it
over with.” He's
ooneermisd  that
tha stopewaork

Gotham is currently repalring
the wall under the supervision
of a third party engineering
firm, as required by Bulldings
Department regulations.

Darrl Jacobs, a Park Wast Village resident,
stands in front of the construction site,
where soma remedial work has resumed,

increased oversighl Troan ather cily agen-
cias, inclwding the Fire Department.
“While we do nol kmow for corisin tat
hlasting was the primary cause of the
retaining wall collapse at 808 Columbus
Avenue, there are obvious shorteomings in
thie current regula-
fions that musi be
achilresged  before
snrsine ks serlously
hurt  or  worse,”
Conet] Speaker
Christine Quinn said,

derful * resident Lois

order will only
ke the conatrection phase longer,

That's & worry shared by the develog-
er, Siellar Management, according to
spokesperson  Kathleen Cudahy, She
added that Stellar would like to resolve
this issue ns quickly as possible so the
project can proceed,

Though cily olfficials have not yet
determined the canse of the July 25 col-
lapse, they suspect blasting conducted
vaurlier that day is the eulprit,

In response to the collapse, the City
Councll recently proposed leglslation
limiting the use of explogives i building
prajects, The bill would shorten the dura-
tion of hiasting permits from three years
to three months and would require

Hoffmann swid of the
proposed law, Hoffmann is prosident of the
Park West Village Tenants’ Associstion and
has helped organize residents’ conplaints
ahou, the construcion project. She belisves
thint in this e, e Builders shoaldns be
wsing explosives at all “In aress like this,
with =0 msany butldings close together” she
sk, they shouldn't be blasting,”

Diorrl Jacobs, o writer who worles Trom
home, hopes the mereased serating will
lead to a better quality of 1ife for her and
her neighbors. She wis gratelul whes the
construction censed albogeibher for the
wieck following the collapse.

“It wens such & Dlessing,” she sadd. “For
e Mirsd dimae dna vear, my apartment felt
like hosme" =
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“T think it’s won- |




